Ancient Hebrew Writing Direction

Overview

| have reviewed many bible related ancient writings and have found that Hieroglyphics were written in various
directions. | also found some that wrote using the boustrophedon method. This document is meant to reflect my
findings on biblical people and their descendants that wrote ‘left to right’. | was able to find evidence that the early
Hebrews did write ‘left to right’ and they continued writing ‘left to right’ when they migrated away from Mesopotamia
and the Middle East area. | have not seen evidence that the early Hebrews ever wrote ‘right to left’.

Here is an example of a Hebrew hieroglyphic that was written in a circular direction:

Taurus - boon
Eagle with twig - E“— Earth
Ezekiel 17 [ =] i
Yirgo symhol ?ol.atl; EclipzefSun
Saturn upiter
Irela_n,j 2 Denctes conjunction
=+—Feturn sign
Sea journey Phoenician boat
pleiades ——w 08 1, s L with 5 passengers
Greek boat with . JiS) %
4 passengers
| paszenger left —w / Tt pgrty Itefé lélcl
dead in Gibraltar gypl, de

Second stone on the left inside Jeremiah's Tomb

From: http://jahtruth.net/jere.htm

Boustrophedon

Hungarian Rovas, Greek Linear B, and Sabaeans sometimes used a writing system written in horizontal lines running
alternatively from right to left then left to right. This is called Boustrophedon, which comes from the Greek Boug (bous)
"ox" + otpedelv (strefein) "to turn", because it resembles the path an ox makes when plowing field, turning at the end of
each row to return in the opposite direction.

Here is an example of ox turning:
THIS EXAMPLE OF BOUSTROPHEDON TEXT WAS
AlQA9IATW JAHT S04 YIIADIMIDA92 MATTIAW
ARTICLE ON THIS OX TURNING METHOD OF
TUHIDUA VI TXAT HTIW 11AW A OUIAIAVOD
GREECE AND ELSEWHERE

For more information: https://www.britannica.com/art/boustrophedon

Left to Right - Writing

In the table, on the next page, | reflected every ancient biblical related language that wrote ‘left to write’. | could not
find anywhere that Aramaic or Phoenician was ever ‘left to right’; however, some truth is hard to find. | did include
them in the alphabet examples since theirs’s was almost identical to Hebrew and/or Greek. The dates used in the table
came from the sites | referenced; some | do not think are not accurate though.


http://jahtruth.net/jere.htm
https://www.britannica.com/art/boustrophedon
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Text Text Hieroglyphic
. Text . Top to
Year Name Tribe Left to Right to P (sacred
Name . Bottom . o 1
Right Left inscriptions)
Mizraim .2 Yes, in all
200 BC E
3200 (Gen 10:6) gyptian directions
Yes
Mizrai I !
2686 BC (Gelrz]rfg%) Egyptian3 Hieoracfcic“ religious Yes® Yes
: items’
Pelasgian Greek
Peleg . 12
2500 BC (Gen 10:25) (Proto- Linear Yes Yes Yes
. Gl’eek)7,8 A9’10’11
Elam .13
2250 BC (Gen 5:32) Elamite Yes Yes
Wal K
1500 BC a:;:,au Cimmerians** | Coelbren Yes
M k
1500 BC \g:reeneakesan Judah-Zarah Lir?eraGreBlS Yes Yes Yes, logograms
Hebrew 16 Ancient
968 BC (Gen 10:24) Hebrews or Paleo Yes Yes
NE Iberian
(includes Heb NE Yes
500 BC eber Iberian Yes o
France & (Gen 10:24) Scrint!? syllabic signs
Celtiberian) P
Greek
400BC (Septuagint & Koine'® Yes
NT)
400 AD E. Germanic Visigoths™ Gothic® Yes

'Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Hieroglyphic means sacred inscriptions

% Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Egyptian writing
3 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Egyptian writing

* Ominilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Egyptian writing, all directions
> William Matthew Flinders Petrie, Online < Hieratic Papyri from Kahun and Gurob > Google Books, p. 12

® Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian_hieratic.htm > Egyptian writing

7 Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names _of the Greeks > Proto-Greeks
® Hellenic World, Online, < http://hellenicwords.blogspot.com/2012/04/greeks-or-hellenes.html > Pelasgians
%Linear A Text, online < http://people.ku.edu/~jyounger/LinearA/#8 > About Linear A

1% omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/lineara.htm > About Linear A, left to right

! Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear A > About Linear A, left to right

2 Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretan_hieroglyphs > Early Greek, Linear A sister

3 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/elamite.htm#proto > Elamite writing
% Sovern Wales, Coelbren Alphabet, Online, < https://sovereignwales.com/tag/coelbren-alphabet/ > History

> Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/linearb.htm > Greek Linear B language

'® Gods Secrets, Online < https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-
hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/ > Las Lunas stone shows written left to right

7 Ancients Scripts Online < http://www.ancientscripts.com/iberian.html > NE lberian Script left to right
18Encyclopedior Britannica, Online < https://www.britannica.com/topic/Koine-Greek-language > Koine Greek

2

Kingdomhereamerica.blogspot.com - Charlotte



http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=rvI4AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA12&lpg=PA12&dq=Old+Hieratic+left+to+right&source=bl&ots=8zToXTJrOi&sig=9cjtcwKJ6oa2EO12EI7DKXhFTso&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjj-tPKpPnOAhXFlh4KHSHRCGk4ChDoAQggMAE#v=onepage&q=Old%20Hieratic%20left%20to%20right&f=false
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian_hieratic.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_the_Greeks
http://hellenicwords.blogspot.com/2012/04/greeks-or-hellenes.html
http://people.ku.edu/~jyounger/LinearA/#8
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/lineara.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear_A
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretan_hieroglyphs
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/elamite.htm#proto
https://sovereignwales.com/tag/coelbren-alphabet/
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/linearb.htm
https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/
https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/
http://www.ancientscripts.com/iberian.html
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Koine-Greek-language
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The Oldest Hebrew Script

“The faded text on the Qeiyafa Ostracon has challenged potential translators; what is known is that its variations and
left-to-right orientation signal a pre-Hebrew script deriving from Early Alphabetic rather than Phoenician writing.”

From http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-artifacts/inscriptions/the-oldest-hebrew-script-and-language/

More information on the Hebrew Script:
http://vehweh.org/profiles/blogs/ancient-hebrew-alphabet-chart
http://sumlgood.deviantart.com/art/Ancient-Hebrew-Letter-Meanings-204915801
http://www.ancientscripts.com/old _hebrew.html

Proto- Canaanite (Actually Hebrew) Writing

“Some texts were written from left to right and others, from right to left. However, this writing was no doubt the
pioneer of alphabetical writing. It was used by our forefathers and is the base of a more developed system of writing:
the Hebrew alphabet.”

From http://www.hebrewtoday.com/content/history-alphabet

1005 BC - During King David

“Several ancient languages used similar alphabets. The letter shapes in the inscription suggest they were written left-to-
right. Standard Hebrew—including that used on the ostracon found at Khirbet Qeiyafa—is written right-to-left. However,
at this time in history, the ancient Hebrew, Egyptian, and Canaanite languages could all be written in either direction.”
From https://answersingenesis.org/archaeology/shard-shows-written-language-at-jerusalem-when-david-ruled/

968 BC - During King Solomon’s time:

On the next page is the Los Lunas stone that shows Paleo Hebrew writing that was written ‘left to right’. That stone
writing is thought to have been done during King Solomon’s reign.

From https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-

hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/

® Ominglot, online, < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/gothic.htm>

20 Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic alphabet > Gothic left to right
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XY Al TX PY3 CT_LJX, AdILX 393 mAIX

ot of the land has tadken you your God Jehowak 1 (am)

+ 13 LO YeldHX “imiLX, Jpidm XL

my face (1) badoxe

XUIT XL . L4 ML JWOT XL A YdAS0 TridSY Yel4PY

take ol shallyoumake mot (D) of slsvws {roen house of Egypt (3)

dNdl TX GIAX Z. XHllL H“Hrrl JLJJ T)L

day of Bemender(7) nvadn

LOML X TXH JndSX )%ASN “MAZL T%H

0 that and your mother  your fither 1o keap boly the sabbath

AriALX 343 ‘UJX. 3”1/\)(,:1 LO Al 189X

your God Jehovah upon your days wall be long

XL. 41T XI . '“X’IT X| - HPAT XL . JL ‘T

ot mmhlul no!  youcowmot adnltery mnot  you nust muxder not to you hus given (5)

A0 TWX. AYHT XL . AW AOAH0TG9 IFHOT

your naighbonr wife of yoummwst desim  not  fule (6)  witness  agaiest meighbour give tariimosy

A04L 9 W X LY
o your nasghboars and all
Notes: (1) normal Hebrew spelling 1s withowt the HE character
(2) praobably an nsertion mark for an additional kine (the 2nd one from tog)
(3) rignt 3 characters (RES SADE MEM) are broken off
(4) nght character (ALEPH) is broken off
(5) nght character (YOD) 12 corrupted due to surface crack
(6) normal Hebrew spelling uses QOPH instead of KAPH
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Dead Sea Scrolls

“Though Hebrew is read from right to left, the individual letters are written from left to right, since the pen must be
pulled over the surface, never pushed (18). Today, Jewish scribes touch the letter with the pen immediately after
completing a stroke, depositing a small amount of surplus ink on the wide stroke so that when it dries it will be even
blacker and form a raised surface. This is a risky process, because any smudges could render the whole page unusable.
This process also contributes to the problem of flaking.” From http://cpart.mi.byu.edu/home/dss/about-dss/

The Dead Sea Scrolls are always shown upside down on the internet so that they appear to be written from ‘right to
left’; however, they are really written from ‘left to right’. Below is an example that | turned right side up:

rowyow o

NI u\r.wﬂ.n PR IRUIRUAR.- 7, - WL S TV
£ ,tu.cw\wm:u&. » uk-a\mnw
o wanth Nt 0l
e mu:.q\umwsﬂ. vl PRl o T y Q.'u\ﬁ.c\
B ARLY WY FEL GACSI bav il VAN

| Ly m&m ,-mu eaATThis t\‘ t\mﬁ.

Ancient Hebrew Alphabet

* ‘alep

Notice the text is now sitting on the Imes I can now make out several of the Ietters
This is how it was reflected on the internet:

lamed |

¢

j bet b 7 mem m
g x“ . ) _:v 7 1 gimel g 7 nun n
i Wi A dle 4 ? samek s

ﬁ“& \’ hmwa hV)i‘ &3 oo vy ﬂ he h O ayin
Lt it vy S L
Wﬁ 1A1m“ I3 ALY B b P wor a
g ’ s n 3\&“ @ ¢ qQ = "
mv‘a‘\ql.‘* ,.‘ nnnw% nyy ;... yod :\(f gin 5

A WD SR v gYrn Tapra -

, .'A. a A ha
From: http://www.facsimilefinder.com/facsimiles/dead-sea-scrolls-facsimile#&gid=18&pid=2

Another Source
Willie Martin reflects the original was ‘left to right’ https://israelect.com/reference/WillieMartin/Writting%20[A].htm
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Ancient Alphabets

The next couple of pages contain writing examples of early bible related languages.

e LTR means ‘left to right’
e RTL means ‘right to left’

When reviewing Hebrew alphabets notice how it easily was turned into the current day English and German alphabets.

Greek Linear A, Peleg c. 2500 BC - LTR

Al E |1 o | U oA o2 | L2
T|IA|YF|B|fF|C
ol k| mi| T 1"
J0B | A |z
Kl | K| 7| Y] 2
Mpoy | TR
NLTOL T H
Pl F oS I T I R e b
ol v la | T
Rl | Y| 2|+ |72
sl Y | P4 E
TTE ¥ | AT | |F
Wi f] |
Il ¢ | ok Tl oW

Cther symbols

BT "

audyy pi(? pa () e (7)

Unclassified symbals

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/lineara.htm

Greek Linear A — Milkstone

http://www.crete-kreta.com/mysterious-scripts-

ancient-crete

Old Elamite c. 2250 BC - LTR

®QEE°®{ %%A

ki shi u  hal ri ni

™ & ~0o~o@§c

nap shu na nuwhu ku me hi

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/elamite.htm#proto

Greek Linear B, Judah-Zarah, c. 1500 BC — left to right
FE@MT#TE¥E ?
da ] na, pa (a1 ta s,

T

AEXKTT DO
Py vral
NP TT
P&y T F

nu

=p

pi Qi

—
= B o5

o

e-—za—}—l:ﬂwa—ﬁﬁ
M0 8 —T = &= &

TR0 30

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/linearb.htm
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Ancient Picture-Hebrew, c. 1900 BC

5 Li} —_—
? Y =
A
haw
W h d
hook hurrah ?

samk nah3 mem
s n m

? snake water

Sim& tann ra's
g st r

sun bow head

>

$

digg
d
fish

lamd

I
goad

e

8

qup
q

monkey

gaml
g

O
O

throwstick house

L o P W
N

W

kap
k
hand

v
v

sad
5

plant

L2
N9

yad
Y

arm

s
2

pi't
p

comer (7)

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/protosinaitc.htm

4
s

03X

ha

yam

ga

g

?

NE Iberian Script (Hebrew), c. 500 BC —left to right
D E v H T
a e i [s] u m:
A W % M B
| m m n
het
h
4 < b ™M '
2 ‘ A ¢ courtyard
| R 7 % O =
ba be bi bo bu
<>
AA <& & & XX 0
ka ga ke ge ki qi ko go ku gu
XX @¢ H¥4%¥ W AA e
ta da te de ti di to do tu du
http://www.ancientscripts.com/iberian.html +
Iberian Example Below 'Jf_
The Iberians also used symbols; notice taw
they are using the same sun symbol as the t
Hebrew above. They are also using the owner's
circle with the x in the middle from the ark
alphabet.
PRARFLTIORR S
K s e 2 G Qs DD PLA G- PG

(O35 PTY Hoe G N PO
$O- (av'wlx Yr“"m“f’ X%*og?';f H\@r@ N”Q@:_'
B Rqa 971 - £ alf VF‘W“"‘._"MP’ZIP B

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/iberian.htm

Hebrew Alphabet c. 800 BC - LTR

‘alep

bet

gimel

dalet

he

Waw

zayin

het

et

yod

NP @ T N —e b \s—p

kap

¥

k

X TA-9F N 0 INT\F o\

lamed

mem

nun

samek

ayin

pe

tsade

qop

taw

m

(£

http://www.ancientscripts.com/old hebrew.html
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Ancient Hebrew Pictures to English

Ancient

http://yehweh.org/profiles/blogs/ancient-hebrew-alphabet-chart

Wales Coelbren, c. 1500 BC - LTR

A A D Dd N L
A A £ E M M
I B € E N N
U v K F o O
K W M C G » O
{ ¢ X ¥ Ng DM b
4 K oh H H N Ph
X A Ngh | 1 M Mh
> D N L r R

https://sovereignwales.com/tag/coelbren-alphabet/
Example: notice the similarities to the Hebrew on right.

Hebrew | - . Eﬁish 'Er.r;g.:i:-h
E::t»::;rre_ Picture Description |Meaning of Letter Tlanslité on pﬁonﬂ
retzaraan’] eration” | (Sound)

1 b-f ox-head strong, power, leader A A [ah]

r ] tent floor-plan family, house, in B B

3 L foot gather, walk, carry G G

4 = |tent door mavement, hang, enter D D

5 % [man with arms raised |breath, look, reveal E E [eh]

& Y tent peg add, secure, hook u U [och]

7 = |mattock (plough) food, cut, weapon,nourish| Z i

8 o |tentwall outside, divide, half H CH®

9 @ basket surround, contain, mud a° TH

10 »d  |hand and arm wark, throw, worship | | [eeh]

11 Y |open palm of hand  |bend, open, allow, tame | K K

12| |shepherd's staff teach, voke, toward, bind | L L

13| an  |water chaos, mighty, blood M M

14 Y sprouting seed continue, heir, son M M

15 = thormn grab, hate, protect X X

16| «< |eve watch, know, shade (0] 0 [eh]

17| = |open mouth blow, scatter, edge P P [

18| o~ [|destination and path |trail, journey, hunt 5 15

19| - [sun at the horizon condense, circle, time Q vl

20 8 man's head first, top, beginning R R

21 L |two front teeth sharp, press, eat, two I SH

22 + two crossed sticks mark, sign, signal T T

East Germanic, Gothic — c. 400 AD

A B T Qe uz h ¢

ANSA  BAIKKAN AALS  AIONS UAIRPKA hatA  ding

CIBA NCA
ahsa bairkan giba dags aihvus  qairthra iuja hagl thiuth
a b g d e q z h b
[a/a] [b/v] [g/y/x] [d/0] [ele:] [k™] [z] [h/x] (6]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

I K AMNGNDIT Y\

€1S KNSHMA  AANS MANNA Ny\nl])s GER nKns n,\lKQ)Ki\

eis kusma lagus manna nauths jer urus pairthra

i k | m n j u p
[i/i'] [k] [l] [m] [n] [i] (vl [p]

70 80 90

KARA  SATIA - TEIYS YINGA Falhn 10rys  OAIR QPAA

raida sauil teiws winja faihu iggws hwair othal

r S t w f X h o

[r] [s] (11 [whyl [fl [k [n] [olo]

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/gothic.htm

Ancient Paleo Hebrew, c. 968 BC, New Mexico, LTR

aAX

1 (an)

PAXY Al TX. P43 %JX Art3LX 393

ot of the lasd has taken you your God Johovah

' m“ﬂ’\ LO “in{qHK “irniLX, 3ot XL

XWT X . U1 AL 3WoT XL A YrdASO lﬁaﬂ ‘*!rrif%’t‘i

take shall you msake mt (@D of slsver

Yyl TX qIXZ. XHWL 343nl ”hll TX,

day of Remermber(7)  nvadn Jebovah

LOYL X TXY Ard9X TX, AS)! “LUAZL TSLH

30 tinat wnd your mother your father 1o keap holy tha sabbath

AedLX 343n qLWX FHAXA |_O Artel  M89AGX

your God Jehovah that pound upen your days will be long

XL . 9417 XL . OXUT XL - HPAT XL . ML 1T

ot yous st dbeal not y\\xu.vmm. adultery mot  you nmst muder not to you  has given (5)

09 TWX. AYHT XL . 9L AO A0499 3HOT

your neighbour wife of  you muust desie 10 false (6) witness agaisst maghbouy give festimosy

A04L qlX L>H

o your nesglhoars
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Hebrew Alphabet c. 800 BC - LTR

f ‘alep ! ( lamed I
5 bet b 7 merr m
1 gimel q 7 nun n
£ dalet d ? samek 5
a he h 0O ayin !
T waw W ) pe p
== zayin z ]"h tsade 5
H ne n P ar q
@ e t q rei r
4., vyod y W iin g
y kap k x taw L

http://www.ancientscripts.com/old hebrew.html

Notice these early alphabets did not have the
letter ‘)’. That is because they did not use that ‘J
sound. Therefore, the letter ‘)’ should really not be
in our bibles. The ‘)’ should really be ‘Y’.

The first two letters of these alphabets
are ‘alpha’ and ‘bet’; this is where our
current day word ‘alphabet’ originates
from.

Here is example of how the Modern Greek came from

Phoenician. The Phoenician alphabet came from the Hebrew.

alpha
bela
gamma
delta
epsilan
digamma
Zeta
ela
hieta
theta
ol
kappa
lambada
il

nu

xi
amicran
pi

san
koppa
rho

sigima

upsilon
phi
khi
psi

amega

H{WA >uwh

X A07TVOHI fox 2O

Phoenician lonia  Athens Corsinth  Argos  Crete  Euboea

A A A A A A

B
r
A
S

m

i s
2 ©XTOH=

- -
,Ex&{_-—l

C PB B
M A <C
D A P
EE EBE EE
FF F F
I I I
HE HE HH
e® o0 8
I s |
K K K
F MA L
M M M
FN FN N
T £ X
O O O
r " r
M M N
¢ ° 9
PR P P
3 p3
T T T
FV ¥V FV
$ $
X YV
Vv

Modern AP

Aa
Bp
L'y
Ad
EE
FF
Z{
Hn

®0
I
Kk
A
M u
Nwv
E¢
Oo
IIn

Qo
Pp
a0
Tt
Y ou
D ¢
X
oy
Qo

™ -

[al
]
lal
[]
[e]
]
[d]
[e]
[
[t
[il
[
1}

In]
[ks]
[l
Il
I£]
L]

[s]
[1]
[u. 4]
[r7]
[

[ps]

MP

[a]
[v]
[¥l
[B]
[e]
[l
[z]
[il

B, v

[5. =l

[ps]

1 [e

Yahshua told us that he is the beginning and the end:
“l am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the

Last, the Beginning and the End.” Revelation 22:13
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