
Ancient Hebrew Writing Direction 

Overview 
I have reviewed many bible related ancient writings and have found that Hieroglyphics were written in various 

directions.  I also found some that wrote using the boustrophedon method.  This document is meant to reflect my 

findings on biblical people and their descendants that wrote ‘left to right’. I was able to find evidence that the early 

Hebrews did write ‘left to right’ and they continued writing ‘left to right’ when they migrated away from Mesopotamia 

and the Middle East area.  I have not seen evidence that the early Hebrews ever wrote ‘right to left’. 

 

Here is an example of a Hebrew hieroglyphic that was written in a circular direction: 

 
From:  http://jahtruth.net/jere.htm  

Boustrophedon 
Hungarian Rovas, Greek Linear B, and Sabaeans sometimes used a writing system written in horizontal lines running 

alternatively from right to left then left to right. This is called Boustrophedon, which comes from the Greek βους (bous) 

"ox" + στρεφειν (strefein) "to turn", because it resembles the path an ox makes when plowing field, turning at the end of 

each row to return in the opposite direction. 

 

Here is an example of ox turning:   

 
For more information:  https://www.britannica.com/art/boustrophedon  

Left to Right – Writing 
In the table, on the next page, I reflected every ancient biblical related language that wrote ‘left to write’.  I could not 

find anywhere that Aramaic or Phoenician was ever ‘left to right’; however, some truth is hard to find.  I did include 

them in the alphabet examples since theirs’s was almost identical to Hebrew and/or Greek.  The dates used in the table 

came from the sites I referenced; some I do not think are not accurate though. 

http://jahtruth.net/jere.htm
https://www.britannica.com/art/boustrophedon
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Year Name Tribe 
Text 

Name 

Text 
Left to 
Right 

Text 
Right to 

Left 

Top to 
Bottom 

Hieroglyphic 
(sacred 
inscriptions)1 

3200 BC 
Mizraim 

(Gen 10:6) 
Egyptian2     

Yes, in all 
directions 

2686 BC 
Mizraim 

(Gen 10:6) 
Egyptian3 

Old 
Hieratic4 

Yes, 
religious 

items5 
Yes6 Yes  

2500 BC 
Peleg 

(Gen 10:25) 

Pelasgian 
(Proto-

Greek)7,8 

Greek 
Linear 
A9,10,11 

Yes Yes  Yes12 

2250 BC 
Elam  

(Gen 5:32) 
Elamite13  Yes  Yes  

1500 BC 
Wales, UK 

Area 
Cimmerians14 Coelbren Yes    

1500 BC 
Mycenaean 

Greeks 
Judah-Zarah 

Greek 
Linear B15 

Yes Yes  Yes, logograms 

968 BC 
Hebrew  

(Gen 10:24) 
Hebrews16 

Ancient 
or Paleo 

Yes   Yes 

500 BC 

NE Iberian 
(includes 
France & 

Celtiberian) 

Heber  
(Gen 10:24) 

NE 
Iberian 
Script17 

Yes   
Yes,  

syllabic signs 

400BC 
Greek 

(Septuagint & 
NT) 

 Koine18 Yes    

400 AD E. Germanic Visigoths19 Gothic20 Yes    

                                                           
1
Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Hieroglyphic means sacred inscriptions 

2
 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Egyptian writing 

3
 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Egyptian writing 

4
 Ominilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm > Egyptian writing, all directions 

5
  William Matthew Flinders Petrie, Online < Hieratic Papyri from Kahun and Gurob > Google Books, p. 12 

6
 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian_hieratic.htm > Egyptian writing  

7
 Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_the_Greeks > Proto-Greeks 

8
 Hellenic World, Online, < http://hellenicwords.blogspot.com/2012/04/greeks-or-hellenes.html > Pelasgians 

9
Linear A Text, online <  http://people.ku.edu/~jyounger/LinearA/#8 > About Linear A 

10
 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/lineara.htm > About Linear A, left to right 

11
 Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear_A > About Linear A, left to right 

12
 Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretan_hieroglyphs > Early Greek, Linear A sister 

13
 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/elamite.htm#proto > Elamite writing 

14
 Sovern Wales, Coelbren Alphabet, Online, < https://sovereignwales.com/tag/coelbren-alphabet/ > History  

15
 Omnilglot, online < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/linearb.htm > Greek Linear B language 

16
 Gods Secrets, Online < https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-

hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/  > Las Lunas stone shows written left to right 
17

 Ancients Scripts Online < http://www.ancientscripts.com/iberian.html > NE Iberian Script left to right  
18

Encyclopedia Britannica,  Online < https://www.britannica.com/topic/Koine-Greek-language > Koine Greek 

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=rvI4AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA12&lpg=PA12&dq=Old+Hieratic+left+to+right&source=bl&ots=8zToXTJrOi&sig=9cjtcwKJ6oa2EO12EI7DKXhFTso&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjj-tPKpPnOAhXFlh4KHSHRCGk4ChDoAQggMAE#v=onepage&q=Old%20Hieratic%20left%20to%20right&f=false
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/egyptian_hieratic.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_the_Greeks
http://hellenicwords.blogspot.com/2012/04/greeks-or-hellenes.html
http://people.ku.edu/~jyounger/LinearA/#8
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/lineara.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear_A
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretan_hieroglyphs
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/elamite.htm#proto
https://sovereignwales.com/tag/coelbren-alphabet/
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/linearb.htm
https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/
https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/
http://www.ancientscripts.com/iberian.html
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Koine-Greek-language
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The Oldest Hebrew Script 
“The faded text on the Qeiyafa Ostracon has challenged potential translators; what is known is that its variations and 

left-to-right orientation signal a pre-Hebrew script deriving from Early Alphabetic rather than Phoenician writing.” 

From http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-artifacts/inscriptions/the-oldest-hebrew-script-and-language/  

 

More information on the Hebrew Script: 

http://yehweh.org/profiles/blogs/ancient-hebrew-alphabet-chart  

http://sum1good.deviantart.com/art/Ancient-Hebrew-Letter-Meanings-204915801  

http://www.ancientscripts.com/old_hebrew.html  

Proto- Canaanite (Actually Hebrew) Writing 
“Some texts were written from left to right and others, from right to left. However, this writing was no doubt the 

pioneer of alphabetical writing. It was used by our forefathers and is the base of a more developed system of writing: 

the Hebrew alphabet.” 

From http://www.hebrewtoday.com/content/history-alphabet  

1005 BC - During King David 
“Several ancient languages used similar alphabets. The letter shapes in the inscription suggest they were written left-to-

right. Standard Hebrew—including that used on the ostracon found at Khirbet Qeiyafa—is written right-to-left. However, 

at this time in history, the ancient Hebrew, Egyptian, and Canaanite languages could all be written in either direction.” 

From https://answersingenesis.org/archaeology/shard-shows-written-language-at-jerusalem-when-david-ruled/  

968 BC - During King Solomon’s time: 
On the next page is the Los Lunas stone that shows Paleo Hebrew writing that was written ‘left to right’.  That stone 

writing is thought to have been done during King Solomon’s reign.  

From https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-

hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
19

 Ominglot, online, < http://www.omniglot.com/writing/gothic.htm>  
20

 Wikipedia, online < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_alphabet > Gothic left to right 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-artifacts/inscriptions/the-oldest-hebrew-script-and-language/
http://yehweh.org/profiles/blogs/ancient-hebrew-alphabet-chart
http://sum1good.deviantart.com/art/Ancient-Hebrew-Letter-Meanings-204915801
http://www.ancientscripts.com/old_hebrew.html
http://www.hebrewtoday.com/content/history-alphabet
https://answersingenesis.org/archaeology/shard-shows-written-language-at-jerusalem-when-david-ruled/
https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/
https://godssecret.wordpress.com/2009/06/14/oldest-known-10-commandments-is-in-america-in-ancient-hebrew-script-from-time-of-king-solomon/
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/gothic.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_alphabet
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Dead Sea Scrolls 
“Though Hebrew is read from right to left, the individual letters are written from left to right, since the pen must be 

pulled over the surface, never pushed (18). Today, Jewish scribes touch the letter with the pen immediately after 

completing a stroke, depositing a small amount of surplus ink on the wide stroke so that when it dries it will be even 

blacker and form a raised surface. This is a risky process, because any smudges could render the whole page unusable. 

This process also contributes to the problem of flaking.” From  http://cpart.mi.byu.edu/home/dss/about-dss/  

 

The Dead Sea Scrolls are always shown upside down on the internet so that they appear to be written from ‘right to 

left’; however, they are really written from ‘left to right’.  Below is an example that I turned right side up: 

 
Notice the text is now sitting on the lines.  I can now make out several of the letters. 

This is how it was reflected on the internet: 

 
From: http://www.facsimilefinder.com/facsimiles/dead-sea-scrolls-facsimile#&gid=1&pid=2  

Another Source 
Willie Martin reflects the original was ‘left to right’ https://israelect.com/reference/WillieMartin/Writting%20[A].htm  

Ancient Hebrew Alphabet 

 

http://cpart.mi.byu.edu/home/dss/about-dss/
http://www.facsimilefinder.com/facsimiles/dead-sea-scrolls-facsimile#&gid=1&pid=2
https://israelect.com/reference/WillieMartin/Writting%20%5bA%5d.htm
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Ancient Alphabets 
The next couple of pages contain writing examples of early bible related languages. 

 LTR means ‘left to right’ 

 RTL means ‘right to left’ 

When reviewing Hebrew alphabets notice how it easily was turned into the current day English and German alphabets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Elamite c. 2250 BC - LTR 

 
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/elamite.htm#proto 

Greek Linear A, Peleg c. 2500 BC - LTR 

 
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/lineara.htm  

Greek Linear B, Judah-Zarah, c. 1500 BC – left to right 

 
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/linearb.htm  

Greek Linear A – Milkstone 

 
http://www.crete-kreta.com/mysterious-scripts-

ancient-crete  

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/elamite.htm#proto
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/lineara.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/linearb.htm
http://www.crete-kreta.com/mysterious-scripts-ancient-crete
http://www.crete-kreta.com/mysterious-scripts-ancient-crete
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Hebrew Alphabet c. 800 BC - LTR 

 
http://www.ancientscripts.com/old_hebrew.html  

NE Iberian Script (Hebrew), c. 500 BC –left to right 

 
http://www.ancientscripts.com/iberian.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.omniglot.com/writing/iberian.htm   

Ancient Picture-Hebrew, c. 1900 BC 

 
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/protosinaitc.htm 

Iberian Example Below 

The Iberians also used symbols; notice 

they are using the same sun symbol as the 

Hebrew above.  They are also using the 

circle with the x in the middle from the 

alphabet.  

http://www.ancientscripts.com/old_hebrew.html
http://www.ancientscripts.com/iberian.html
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/protosinaitc.htm
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Ancient Hebrew Pictures to English 

 
http://yehweh.org/profiles/blogs/ancient-hebrew-alphabet-chart  

Wales Coelbren, c. 1500 BC - LTR 

 
https://sovereignwales.com/tag/coelbren-alphabet/  

Example: notice the similarities to the Hebrew on right. 

 

Ancient Paleo Hebrew, c. 968 BC, New Mexico, LTR 

 

East Germanic, Gothic – c. 400 AD 

 
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/gothic.htm 

http://yehweh.org/profiles/blogs/ancient-hebrew-alphabet-chart
https://sovereignwales.com/tag/coelbren-alphabet/
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/gothic.htm
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Here is example of how the Modern Greek came from 

Phoenician.  The Phoenician alphabet came from the Hebrew.

 
http://www.ancientscripts.com/greek.html  

Hebrew Alphabet c. 800 BC - LTR 

 
http://www.ancientscripts.com/old_hebrew.html  

Notice these early alphabets did not have the 

letter ‘J’.  That is because they did not use that ‘J’ 

sound. Therefore, the letter ‘J’ should really not be 

in our bibles.  The ‘J’ should really be ‘Y’. 

The first two letters of these alphabets 

are ‘alpha’ and ‘bet’; this is where our 

current day word ‘alphabet’ originates 

from. 

Yahshua told us that he is the beginning and the end: 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 

Last, the Beginning and the End.” Revelation 22:13 

http://www.ancientscripts.com/greek.html
http://www.ancientscripts.com/old_hebrew.html

